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New '
Could Hlt U. S.
From O[‘hlt ‘

By George C. Wilson

Washington Post Staff Writer
The Soviet Union evi-
dently is testing a new
‘weapon which could bomb
ithe United States from out-
er space ‘as early as 1968,

Defense Secretary Robert S. -

McNamara said yesterday.

A giant Tocket—in the sys-

tem he believes the Soviets
are building — would evade
.|America’s main warning net-
work by flying three-quarters
of the way around the earth
and approaching the United
States from the south.

“I'm not concerned” about
the new development McNa-
mara said.

Although evading our big
radars could reduce the warn-
ing timwe from the present 15
minutes to as little as three
minutes, McNamara said a new
radar going into ~operation
would close the detection gap.

He added that the new So-
viet weapon would not be ac-
curate enough to destroy har-
dened U.S. Minuteman ICBM
bases. Therefore, McNamara
said, the U.S. deterrence is not
mduced

Also, the Sepretary declared,
the U.S. has been testing anti-
satellite -weapons which could
knock down the Soviet orbital
weapon under certain condi-
tions.” But e said the U.S.
could not protect its cities
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i the Soviets could launch a one-
to three-megaton bomb from
this - orbital rocket. Other
isources estimate the bomb
icould be as big as 30 megatons.

These yields compare to the
one-mtegaton warhead on the
Minuteman, the basic U.S. in-
tercontinental ballistic missile.

McNamara called the new
weapon, “a Fractional Orbital
. Bombardment System, or
FOBS.” The term stems from
the fact that the bomb would
most likely be launched be-
fore the system made a com
plete orbit.

Asked if FOBS violated the
oufer space treaty recently
signed by the United States
and Russia, McNamara said:
“Na, they have agreed not to
place warheads in full orhit.
That is why this is a fractional
orbit;, not a full orbit, and
therefore not a wviolation of
that agréement.”

He conceded the Soviets
might let the new weapon go
around the earth a full orbit

‘jor more. If they do, he said,

1“We will observe it. But the

*|point is that this fractional
‘|Orbit Bombardment System is
“Inot a violation of that agree-

ment.”

) Development Permitted

The space treaty, however,

-1does not ban developing orbit-

al weapons—as opposed to ac-

-1 tually putting them into orbit.

Article IV of the space
treaty states that signatory
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ing

$2 to
place” in orbit around the
earth any obJects earrying’ nu:
clear weapons or any other
kinds of weapons of’ ‘mass de-!
struction, install such weapons
on celestial badies or. statwn
such weapons in oltzr space
in any other manner.”

MceNamara ‘theotized that
Russia is developmg FOBS av
a weapon against. the U8
bhomber force. Some Air Force
leaders have argued . for
months that such a weapon
more likely would be mtended
for use against our m15511e
bases and command centers‘

“We suspect that the Rus-
sians . are pursuing the re-|
search and development of 'a
FOBS,” McNamara said in a’
hastxly called press confer-
ence at the Pentagon. “If this
turns-out to be true, it is con-;
ccivable that they . could
achieve an initial operational
canability during 1968.”

He said the United States
had considered such an orbi-
tal weapon system but re-
jected it because ICBMs of
fered more advantages.: He
said the orbital bombs are not
as accurate as ICBMs.

McNamara said the Unitid
States could develop an orbi-
tal weapon “at any time for
relatively rapid deployment”
but “we have no intention of
revising the decision made
years ago.” .

Russia’s three-stage -liquid

- Scrag rocket is believed fo be

the booster for FOBS. .It pre-,
sumably would  be 1aun('hed§
eastward from the Soviet|
ICBM complex -at Tyuratam
and then fly south under the]
earth I
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e of the rocket
%,gm the. . MLUOgequ
bomh, over. ihe. Lnited. Stai es!
from the..sQuih.. B—usstanl
ICBMS would fly over thel
North - Pole and. then Canadal
to hit the U.S,

Once FOBS got about 000
tniles from the target,.a small
rocket engine  would sgparate;
the bomh from. the Jbogster
stage” which. had carmgd #d

Since “the U8, woyld vhnoi
krow. until the . last minute, i
. when and Where the ‘bomb was|
Cgoing ta tly Toose from its;
orhital rocket, it. would. he:
" difficult to set up defenses
against it and warning time
would be cut from 15 minutes
to three.

It would be easier to inter-
cept FOBS in orbit before-
this separatmn with an.anti-
satelhte .

; ouid .

* than BMEWS, ,‘balhstlcs mis- |
sile “early  warning system) .

in Greenland. The U.S. has, in

fact, developed one which can!

< wgee” over, the curvature of}x

* ‘the earth and “recapture” the.

+ lost wammg ume McNamara .

© said.

He said thm over the horlzon
radar has gone into operatmn
within the last 6) days -and.
cwould  be fully operationa“
“early next year.”

The new ra(“gar, heing built
by the Radio Corp. of America.
sends radio signals. all around
the earth by bouncing them off
the ionogphere —a  seflective
mirror of ..charged partxcles
above the earth :

The radio swnals would
focus on, So_v1et _launching
‘arcas, A missile makes a wake
as it zooms through the atmos-
phere after launch. The radio
signals would bounce off this.
wake and go hack to the pver- i
the-horizon station in the US.,(
where insfruments wonld read’
the “back scatter” of signals’

: and tell where the Soviet
rocket was headed. |

In & wartime situation, the
United States would have to

decide whether the object
detected was indeed a bombj,
in orbit. If so, then anti-satel-j¢
lite weapons would have to be!j
used to destroy it, |

“We have a capablhty to1
intercept and destroy hostile|;
satellites within certainja

ranges,” McNamara said in| t
his posture statement this f
year. .

B Mc‘\lamala made the r»omtl
that the FOBS. differs from :
the up and down Qra‘y‘ectpr of-

{

3! ICBM—-—whlch is about 839
:miles abhave the earth at_.its
fpeak. ”FOBS he said, “is fired
into a very low orb;t abaut
100 miles -abgve .the earth.”
The United States has tested
Thrust- Augmented -THar m15-~’

‘siles at Kwajaleln Island 1n
“t

Lantisatellife I

weapo‘nsf But Pentagon ex—i

%perts concede that .the ‘U.S.

-satellite defenses have gaps. ”!
McNamara said | yest erday
that “I don't want to .imply” i

ithat the United Stafes had:

‘| pute on this peint in the in-
“'telligence
‘some officials concluding Tal-

'any foolproof defense against!

“d. masSive Soviet attack hy
FQBS " or other nucle,ar
weapons.

*The bov1ets, V[cN'tmaral
sald in-‘giving his thwry on'
why they went to FOBS, “are’
jfaced ‘with . a bomber threat
Ithat is. very substantial” He
,said the FOBS would be ac-
'curate enough; to hit Strategic.
LAfr Command bases.

The Defense Secretary also
said the Tallinn defense: the
Soviets have built across the
corridor. U.S. bombers and,

‘| missiles would have to fly .to;

hit . the U.S.8.R. was “veryl
‘| clearly” designed agains t‘
.Foombers. i

There has been some dis-

community,

linn was an extension of the
Soviet missile defense.

% Sen. Henry M. Jackson (D—
i Wash.) opens hearings on Mon-
iday on U.S. offensive and de-
fensive weapons. systems: Jack+

son in an interview yesterda&,

said FOBS wis one of the So:
viet developments to be ds-v
cussed.

The Pentagon news confer-x'

ence might have been called
to: light a back fire adamst
these hearings.

WMecNamara said 1ts tlmmC
‘stethmed from the “faet tha
it has “only been in, the las’
fnenth or two” that ‘the intel
ligenceé was: substantiated. He
added that classified Congres
uonal briefings were held ir
the past few days, so it ‘wa:
i;ﬁpropﬁate to make the find;
.nd‘s public _now. .. .

Although McNamara dld no
say s0, the evidence came Emr
'a series of, 11 Soviet spac
ishots fired from the militar
,ICBM launch complex at Tyt
iratam.

I All 11 shots were fired &
|ab0ut a 49 degree angle to th
|Equator. The first two blet
‘fp-—~taising a debate amoni
¢ experts as. to whethe:

with|

-

ility today; we will continue

(S

- The shots, listed in the Sat-
ellite Sitpation Report- pub-
lished by the National Aero-
ngutics and Space Adminis-
‘ration and based on Air
Force tracking data, were given
Cosmos numbers. The dates:.
-Sept. 17 and Nov. 2, 1966; Jan..
25, May 17, July 17, July 31,
Aug. 8, Sept. 18, Sept. 22, Oct.!
18 and- Oct. 28.

There has been speculation;
in the. aerospace press and'
'other places "that the Soviet
:Union in that serigs was test-!

.+ing re-entry vehieles,

“Even now it is lmnossﬂ)le
;to be certain of what these:

+(space) tests represent;” Mc

1*.}

Namara said.
“The ; FOBS weapon wauld

‘'not be accurate encugh- for, a..:_

!Satisfactory attack upon Unit-§
{ed States Minuteman mlssﬂesl‘ 3
iprotected in their silos,” Mcw"
‘Namara said: “Perhaps the|
‘Soviets might feel it  eould
provide -‘a  surprise ’nuclear
strike | against - United States’i%
soft-land  targets, such as~5
bomber base:. . i

“However * McNamara con-;
tinued; “our deterrenl rests
apon our ahility to absorb any!
surprise nuclear attack and to:
cetaliate with sufficient:
strength to destroy the attack-
ng nation as a viahle society.!
. “With three-minute warning,!
-5-minute warning or no warn-
ng at all,” he said, “we could
thsorb a surprise nuclear at-
ack and strike back with suf-}
icient power to destroy the!
itacker. We have the capa-

to have it in the Future.”
Former Premier . Khru-

X bxggged about a Sov1et.
101* ifal rocket code-named byi-
xNATO as Scrag. S

Commumst Party Ch1e£!
1.4eomd 1. Brezhnev on July 3,
1965 said..thé Soviet Unlon;
possesed “orbital rockets” thatj

disproved  American cla1msv
of missile superiority. '
The recent series of Sov1et
launching and docking ma
neuvers. are not related to?
TOBS, McNamara said.
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